When They Call You a Terrorist
by Patrisse Khan-Cullors & Asha Bandele

Discussion Questions

. Growing up, did you interact with the police? How do your experiences
compare and contrast with the experiences of Patrisse and her family?
. In Chapter 2, Patrisse describes her mother as a manager. Why does
Patrisse speak of her mother in that way?

. How do you feel about Patrisse’s father, Gabriel, his extended family, and
the path his life took?

. In Chapter 4, Patrisse writes, “Prisoners are valuable” in reference to
their being used for cheap labor. Has your view of incarcerated people
changed after reading this book?

. Patrisse describes the residents of Sherman Oaks, the neighborhood
next to where she lives, as “wealthy only at our expense” and “that they
didn’t want to be reminded of what it took to keep themselves rich”.
What does she mean?

. Have you ever fought for someone as hard as Patrisse fought for Monte?



7. Inthe chapter titled Black Lives Matter, Patrisse and Asha compare the
sentence of Richie, 10 years for a non-violent offense, to Brock Turner’s
sentence, 6 months for a rape conviction because the judge said he
“couldn’t make it in prison”. Is this an example of white privilege? Did
reading this book change the way you feel about the term white
privilege?

8. Did this book make you think differently of Black Lives Matter? Why do
some people call members of Black Lives Matter terrorists?

9. Have any events in your life or in the world at large made you think of
being an activist in any form - protesting, calling, or writing politicians,

running for office, etc? (www.macmillan.com)
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